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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

LS 7223 DATE PREPARED: May 8, 2001
BILL NUMBER: SB 263 BILL AMENDED: Apr 29, 2001

SUBJECT: Poor Relief.

FISCAL ANALYST: Alan Gossard
PHONE NUMBER: 233-3546

FUNDS AFFECTED: GENERAL IMPACT: Locd
DEDICATED
FEDERAL

Summary of Legislation: (CCR Amended) This bill requires a township trustee to: (1) assist individuals
with certain disabilities in completing a poor relief application; and (2) make alternate arrangements for
obtaining the signature of an individual who is unable for certain reasons to sign the application in the
trustee's office. The bill also requires a trustee to act upon a "completed” application. It also provides
circumstances under which a township trustee may authorize the payment of delinquent bills for certain
utility services. The bill also alows a township trustee to require individuals needing insulin to make a
regular application for poor relief assistance before receiving free insulin a second time.

Effective Date: July 1, 2001.

Explanation of State Expenditures:

Explanation of State Revenues:

Explanation of L ocal Expenditur es: (Revised) Poor Relief Provisions: Thishill containsseveral provisions
that potentially can reduce costs or increase reimbursements within atownship's Poor Relief program.

Denial of Assistance - Current law provides that a township may not provide assistance to a person for a
period for which the person wasineligible. Thisbill extendsthis provision such that another member of the
person's household cannot request assistance for the period for which the origina applicant was denied
assistance.

Completed Application Definition - Current law requires a trustee to act on an application for Poor Relief
within 72 hours of submission. This bill starts the 72 hours upon submission of a"completed” application,
with "completed" being defined as an application signed by al members of the household. Since atrustee
cannot begin an investigation without the signed consent of all members of ahousehold, thiswill permit the
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investigation to begin immediately upon receipt of the completed application.

Work Training - This provision permits the trustee to require Poor Relief recipients to participate in work
training offered by a non-profit agency aswell as aready permitted governmental entities.

Delinquent Utilities - This provision provides that atownship is not required to pay delinquent utility bills
that aremorethan 24 monthsold. Thebill further [imits payment for delinquent utility billsto applicantswho
actually received the services and were legally responsible for payment. This bill also prevents a utility
company from requiring townships to pay deposits.

Payment for Insulin - Thishill providesthat after atrusteeis presented asecond claimfor insulin, thetrustee
may requirethe person to complete aPoor Relief application and may conduct an investigation to determine
the financial need for theinsulin. The township shall continue to furnish insulin until the trustee completes
an investigation and determinestheindividual'sability to pay. (Current law providesthat, if adoctor certifies
that the Poor Relief applicant is unable to pay for the insulin, the trustee must provide payment.)

Explanation of L ocal Revenues:

State Agencies Affected:

L ocal Agencies Affected: Townships.

| nfor mation Sour ces:
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